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SHOPPING WITH

BENTLEY MEEKER

im All the Lamps

Because romance is better by candlelight.

ROBERT WRIGHT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

GOT A MATCH? Bentley Meeker looks for candelabra at Coolhouse in Chelsea.

ENTLEY MEEKER, a Manhattan de-
signer, has been in business for 20
years, creating lighting for events
as diverse as weddings (he did
Chelsea Clinton’s) and concerts
(Kanye West, Aerosmith and Elton John are
all clients).

Mr. Meeker, whose first book, “Light x De-
sign” ($75; Glitterati), is out next month, calls
light “the most powerful tool we have to cre-
ate any feeling.”

When it comes to romance, he recommends
candlelight. It offers “an uncontrolled sense of
light,” he said, but it “definitely creates a
vibe.”

So on arecent frigid day, Mr. Meeker went
in search of candleholders to set the mood for
Valentine’s Day.

At Coolhouse, an antiques shop in Chelsea,
he found a pair of adjustable candelabra from
Denmark.

“These slide up to almost six feet tall,” he
said. “How cool is that? I also like that you can
move the individual arms wherever you want,

- and the satiny brass finish is naturally aged.

It’s really beautiful.”
But he noted that such large candelabra
would require an appropriately scaled setting.

“The more candles you use, the more in-
tense the light will be,” he said. “People are al-
ways surprised by that.”

Two designs caught his eye at the Museum
of Modern Art’s Design Store: the Ghost can-
delabrum by Jon Russell, which he praised for
its “modern lines of Lucite” that mimic “a
very classically shaped” candelabrum, and
Martin Blum’s Loop, “because it’s chaos un-
derneath but somehow becomes smooth and
elegant with the four taper candles all point-
ing regally and perfectly in the same direc-
tion.”

At Christofle, he liked the Arborescence ar-
ticulated candelabrum. “All the arms are the
same height,” Mr. Meeker said, “and it won’t
give off too much light. It’s also begging for a
unique candle — a honeycomb would be
great.”

And down the block at Baccarat, he picked
out Marcel Wanders’s Forest of Dreams.

“The monochromatic nature of the design
will pick up the candlelight and glisten very
nicely,” Mr. Meeker said.

“I love that each component is removable,”
he added. “You can put tealights in three of
them, and do shots with the other two.”

RIMA SUQI

Raw candelabrum by
Muuto; $249 at the Future
Perfect, (877) 388-7373,
thefutureperfect.com.

Nachtmann Ravello
candleholder; about $320
at Nachtmann,

nachtmann-online.com.

Loop candela-
brum by Mar-
tin Blum; $28
at the MoMA
Design Store.

Marcel Wan
$2,200 at Bag
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